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	授课时数
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	教学目标
	1.To memorize new words and phrases in this unit
2.To learn the five famous symbols of American culture

3.To learn these important devices for developing a report: 

a. Heading
b. Time-sequence

c. Narration

d. General-specific description 
e. Contrast

 

	主要内容与教学安排
	1.
Introduction of Background information.

2.
Giving topics for discussion.

3.
Explaining new words and expressions.

4.Language points in the text of Section A＆B

5.Homework

	教学重点
	Background Information and  New Words & Expressions

	教学难点
	Detailed Study of the Text, including grammar



	教学方式(教学方法，教学技术手段的运用等)
	Adopt the teaching assistant means of multi-media

	必要说明
	Supplement Unit 3 with the traditional Chinese culture


Unit Four
Contents

I. Key words and useful expressions:  

1. Section A: statue， liberty ，enlighten，independence，affection，assemble ，dedicate，co-founder ，refashion  ，exaggerate，interpretation， medieval，evolve，recruit ，work on，go ahead ，for sale ，name after  ，rise to fame ， capture one's attention，pose for ， go against
2. Section B: cute，crush ，astonish ，annual，distinctive，elaborate ， comprise ， acid， down-to-earth ， humorous， feature， old-fashioned ， venture ， plunge，mythical，distribution ，decorate ，best-seller，with an eye to， dress up，show up，  have/keep one's feet (planted) on the ground， date back to ，take off  

II. Warm-up activities:
1. What are the symbols of American culture that you have heard about in the passage?
the Statue of Liberty, Barbie dolls, American Gothic, Buffalo nickel ,Uncle Sam.

2. What is the purpose to create the Statue of Liberty?
the Statue of Liberty was built to celebrate US independence and the France–America alliance.

3. How was the Buffalo nickel created?

As most of the buffaloes were killed, James Earle Fraser was forced to sketch an aging buffalo from New York City’s Central Park Zoo for the coin.

4. What more can you say about the symbols of American culture?
The students are encouraged with whatever answers they can think of for the questions. When a student mentions some specific symbols, such as the KFC, Hollywood movies, etc., the teacher should encourage him to say something about what these symbols stand for.
III. Text Study: 

Section A:   Five famous Symbols of American Culture

（一）Background Information:
1. the Statue of Liberty 

    The idea of creating the Statue of Liberty began in France at a dinner party hosted by Edouard Rene Lefebvre Laboulaye, a scholar. Laboulaye and Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi, a sculptor, began to discuss the idea of presenting the United States with a monument to memorialize independence and human liberty. 

    Bartholdi sailed from France to New York on June 8, 1871, to propose the building of the statue to honor the friendship between France and the United States. As the ship pulled into New York Harbor, Bartholdi spotted the perfect location, Liberty Island. 

    During his trip to the United States, he met with US President Ulysses S. Grant; Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, an American poet; Horace Greeley, a New York editor and politician; and others. Bartholdi traveled across the United States carrying a sketch of the statue and a small model. Everyone was receptive, but financial backing was difficult to find. 

 2. Barbie dolls 

    It was the late 1950s when Ruth Handler noticed her daughter playing with paper dolls and imagining them in grown-up roles. Since most dolls at the time were baby dolls, Ruth envisioned one that would inspire little girls to think about what they wanted to be when they grew up. Ruth created a teenage fashion model doll named Barbie (after her daughter), and the rest is history.

    Barbie has been an integral part of the lives of millions of young girls. Her timeless appeal has resulted in a dedicated legion of fans that love to collect her. 

 3. Mattel Toy Company 

    Mattel is the worldwide leader in the design, manufacture, and marketing of toy products. The company's core brands include Barbie, Hot Wheels, Matchbox, Fisher-Price, and American Girl. With headquarters in El Segundo, California, Mattel has offices and facilities in 36 countries and sells its products in more than 150 nations throughout the world. 

 4. American Gothic 

    Grant Wood came to Eldon in the late 1920's with fellow artist and Eldon native, John Sharp. He was inspired by the contrast of the modest little one-and-one-half- story frame house with its (as he described it) “pretentious” Gothic style windows. There is one in each gable end. He sketched the house on the back of an envelope and used it as the backdrop in his world-renowned 1930's painting American Gothic. His sister, Nan, and his dentist, Dr. B. H. McKeeby, posed as the sour-faced couple. Wood intended the couple to represent a typical small town resident and his daughter, but most interpret them as man and wife. Since completion, Grant Wood's 1930 painting American Gothic has become a critically acclaimed work that continues to enjoy enormous popularity. It also has become an American icon and is the model for a countless number of commercial art parodies, such as posters, cards, and souvenirs. The painting hangs in the Art Institute of Chicago. 

 5. Buffalo nickel 

    In 1911 sculptor James Earl Fraser began designing the “Buffalo” nickel. Fraser said the portrait on the “head's” side was a composite of three American Indians—Iron Tail, Big Tree and Two Moons. Fraser had the opportunity to study and photograph them when they stopped off in New York on their way to Washington to visit President Theodore Roosevelt. By borrowing features from each individual, Fraser was able to sketch the “ideal” portrait for the nickel. 

    The model for the “tail's” side of the coin was none other than Black Diamond, the most contrary animal in New York's Bronx Zoo. He was born of stock donated by the Barnum and Bailey circus. In his prime, his coat was unusually dark, and he weighed more than 1500 pounds. 

    Fraser stood for hours, trying to catch his form and mood in clay. But Black Diamond stubbornly refused to show his side view, and faced the artist most of the time. Only by bribing a zoo attendant to distract the animal was Fraser finally able to capture the likeness he wanted. 

    President William Howard Taft approved the art work, and the first “Buffalo” nickels were produced in February of 1913. Two Moons died in 1917, and Iron Tail and Big Tree in the 1920s. In the 1960s, a second Big Tree appeared at coin shows and claimed to be the Native American on the nickel. Although he claimed to have celebrated his 100th birthday in 1962, later records indicated he was actually only 87. 

 6. James Earle Fraser 

    Fraser was born in Minnesota in 1876, but grew up on a ranch in South Dakota. His first art instructor was a town whittler. Later, Fraser studied art in Chicago and Paris and established a studio in Westport, Connecticut. He was only 17 when he completed the first modeling of “The End of the Trail”. The statue portrays a weary native American riding an equally forlorn horse. At an exhibition in Paris in 1898, “The End of the Trail” won a $1,000 cash prize. Despite the pressure of other projects, Fraser worked on “The End of the Trail” off and on throughout his career. Today a large version of the statue is in the Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western History Center in Oklahoma City, which also has Fraser's sketches for the “tail's” side of the Buffalo nickel. 

    When the Buffalo nickel finally made its debut in 1913, a coin collector's magazine hailed it as a true work of art, powerfully modelled. Many critics agreed, and in 1951 the American Academy of Arts and Letters presented Fraser with a gold medal honoring a lifetime of distinguished achievement. On October 11, 1953, James Earle Fraser died. 

 7. New York City's Central Park 

    Central Park was the first landscaped public park in the United States. Advocates of creating the park — primarily wealthy merchants and landowners — admired the public grounds of London and Paris and urged that New York needed a comparable facility to establish its international reputation. A public park, they argued, would offer their own families an attractive setting for carriage rides and provide working-class New Yorkers with a healthy alternative to the saloon. After three years of debate over the park site and cost, in 1853 the state legislature authorized the City of New York to use the power of eminent domain to acquire more than 700 acres of land in the center of Manhattan. 

 8. New York City's Central Park Zoo 

    New York City's Central Park Zoo is part of the Central Park establishment. 

 9. Uncle Sam 

    Historians aren't completely certain how the character “Uncle Sam” was created, or who (if anyone) he was named after. 

    The prevailing theory is that Uncle Sam was named after Samuel Wilson. Wilson was born in Arlington, Mass., on September 13, 1766. His childhood home was in Mason, New Hampshire. In 1789, he and his brother Ebenezer walked to Troy, New York.

    During the War of 1812, Wilson was in the business of slaughtering and packing meat. He provided large shipments of meat to the US Army, in barrels that were stamped with the initials “US”. Supposedly, someone who saw the “US” stamp suggested — perhaps as a joke — that the initials stood for “Uncle Sam” Wilson. The suggestion that the meat shipments came from “Uncle Sam” led to the idea that Uncle Sam symbolized the federal government.

    Samuel Wilson died in 1854. His grave is in the Oakwood Cemetery in Troy.

    The single most famous portrait of Uncle Sam is the “I WANT YOU” Army recruiting poster from World War I. The poster was painted by James Montgomery Flagg in 1916-1917.

（二）New Words & Expressions

1. statue        

  n. [C] a human or animal image made of wood, stone, bronze, etc. 雕像，塑像  

  They planned to put up a statue for the President.

他们计划为总统立一尊雕像。  

  A statue of Nelson stands at the top of Nelson's Column.

纳尔逊的雕像耸立在纳尔逊纪念柱顶端。  

2. liberty        

n. [U] the freedom and the right to do whatever one wants 自由（权）  

  Hundreds of political prisoners are to be given their liberty.

成百上千的政治犯将获得自由。  

  They give women a great deal of liberty.

他们给子妇女很多的自由。  
3. enlighten        

vt. give sb. information about sth. so that they understand more about it 启发；指导  

  I don't understand this paragraph that you've written here. Could you enlighten me?

我读不懂你写的这段话。你能给我讲讲吗？  

  The object of his novel writing is to amuse and enlighten the general readers.

他写小说的目的在于使广大读者得到娱乐并受到教育。  
4. independence        

n. [U] freedom from control by another person, country, etc. 独立；自主  

  In 1947 India achieved independence from Britain.

印度在1947年脱离英国独立。  

  The old lady refused to go into a nursing home because she didn't want to lose her independence.

这位老太太不想失去自由，所以拒绝入住养老院。  
5. affection        

n. [sing., U] a feeling of liking or love 喜爱；爱慕  

  He feels a deep affection for his parents.

他深爱他的父母。  

  His kindness increased the child's affection for him.

他的仁慈加深了孩子对他的爱。  
6. assemble        

vt. fit together the parts of sth. 组装，装配  

  Martha assembled her latest doll's house very quickly.

玛莎很快地组装好了她最新的一间玩具屋。  

  Some boys like to assemble model airplanes.

有些男孩喜欢组装飞机模型。  

v. (cause people or things to) come together （使）集合；（使）聚集  

  The grandfather had assembled all the members of the family for the yearly picnic.

祖父把一家人聚在一起参加一年一度的野餐。  

  When the fire alarm rang we assembled outside the emergency exit.

当火警信号响起时，我们都聚集到紧急出口外。  
7. dedicate        

vt. 1. hold an official ceremony to say that a building, organization, etc. is established 为（建筑物等）举行落成仪式  

  The new church will be dedicated on Sunday.

新教堂的献堂仪式将在星期日举行。  

 2. give all one's attention and effort to one particular thing 奉献  

  The doctor dedicated herself to finding a cure.

这位医生终其一生都在寻求治疗方法。  

  The actress dedicates herself to charity work.

那名女演员全身心投入了慈善事业。  
8. co-founder        

n. [C] a person who creates an organization in cooperation with others 联合创始人  

  Each co-founder contributes his/her own part in the establishment of the company.

每个联合创始人在创建公司时都做出了自己的贡献。  

  They are the co-founders of the car company.

他们是该汽车公司的联合创始人。  
9. refashion        

vt. shape or make again 重新制作；重新塑造  

  She refashioned the clay into a pot.

她把粘土再制成罐。  

  Can you refashion this dress into a skirt?

你能将这件连衣裙改成短裙子吗？  
10. exaggerate        

v. make sth. seem larger, more important, better or worse than it really is 夸张；夸大  

  The threat of attack has been greatly exaggerated.

进攻的威胁被极度夸张了。  

  She did not exaggerate about the height of the tower.

她没有夸大塔的高度。  
11. interpretation        

n. [C, U] an explanation or understanding of sth. 阐释；说明  

  What interpretation would you put on these facts?

对于这些事实你作何解释？  

  The argument is based on two widely differing interpretations of the law.

争论是基于对法律的两种大相径庭的解释。  
12. medieval        

a. of the Middle Ages (about AD 1100-1500) 中世纪的  

  a medieval building

中世纪的建筑物  

  The conditions are purely medieval.

那环境是纯粹中世纪的。  
13. portrait        

n. [C] a picture or painting of a person 肖像；画像  

  A portrait of his wife hung on the wall.

墙上挂着一幅他妻子的肖像。  

  She asked an artist to paint her portrait.

她请一位艺术家为她画一幅肖像。  
14. decoration        

n. 1. [C] sth. that is used to decorate sth. else 装饰品  

  The only decoration in the room was a picture above the fireplace.

房间里唯一的装饰品是挂在壁炉上方的那幅画。  

  All that glitters may not be gold, but these decorations would add elegance and sparkle to any Christmas tree.

发光的不都是金子，但是这些装饰品可给圣诞树增添雅致和光亮。  

 2. [U] the act or art of decorating 装饰；装饰艺术  

  He is an expert on Islamic decoration.

他是位伊斯兰装饰艺术的专家。  

  These plants are grown mainly for decoration.

种这些树主要是用于装饰。  
15. evolve        

vi. develop gradually 演变；发展  

  How did he evolve this very personal and original style?

他是怎样形成他自己的独特风格的？  

  I think this policy must have evolved over time.

我想这项政策一定是经过一段时间才逐步形成的。  

16. recruit        

v. 1. get people to join the army or navy 招募（新兵）  

  Even young boys are now being recruited to the army.

甚至连年幼的男孩子现在也被招募入伍。  

  Most men in the village were recruited that day.

那天大多数男性村民都应征入伍了。  

 2. find new people to work in a company, join an organization, do a job, etc. 招聘；吸收（新成员）  

  Can't you recruit more members to the music society?

你不能再吸收一些人加入音乐协会吗？  

  We won't be recruiting again until next year.

我们要到明年再招聘新人。  

17. work on         

spend time doing sth. 从事；致力于

He is now working on a new novel. 

他正在写一部新小说。

You will have to work on the weak points in your English if you want to pass the examination. 

假如你想通过考试，就得努力克服你英语方面的弱点。
18. go ahead         

start or continue to do sth. 开始；继续

You can't just go ahead and sell the car, it's partly mine. 

你不能擅自作主把汽车卖了，我有部分所有权。

I warned him not to touch it, but he went ahead and did it. 

我警告过他不要摸那东西，可他不听还是摸了。
19. for sale         

intended to be sold 出售，待售

I'm sorry this painting's not for sale. 

很遗憾，这张画是非卖品。

This book will be for sale next month. 

这本书将于下个月上市。
20. name after         

give sb. or sth. the name of sb. or sth. else 以...命名

The child was named after her famous grandfather. 

这孩子名从她著名的爷爷。

The machine is named after its inventor. 

这机器以它的发明人命名。
21. rise to fame         

become famous 成名

The young artist rose quickly to fame. 

那位年轻的艺术家很快成名了。

Pop stars come to fame more quickly. 

流行歌星成名更快。
22. capture one's attention        

draw one's attention 吸引某人的注意力

The views on campus captured my attention. 

校园的景色吸引了我的注意力。

It was her words not her looks that captured his attention. 

吸引他注意的是她的言谈而不是她的容貌。
23. pose for         

sit or stand in a position so that sb. can take a photo or paint a picture of you （为拍照或画像）摆姿势

In her youth, she earned a reasonable living by posing for art students in drawing classes. 

她年轻时，靠着给学艺术的学生作绘画课上的模特，生活还过得去。

Please sit still while you pose for your photograph.

你准备照相时，请坐好别动。
24. go against         

be opposed to sth. 违背

If you go against your father's wishes, you will have to leave home. 

如果你违背你父亲的意愿，就不得不离开家。

It's no use going against the customs of the country that you are visiting. 

与访问国的习俗背道而驰是没用的。
（三）Detailed Study of the Text:
Language Point 1     

The Statue of Liberty (Para. 1) 

statue: n. the figure of a person or animal, that is made of stone or metal and usually put in a public place

the statue of /to Lu Xun 鲁迅塑像

Compare: 

stature: n. the height of a person 身高

Mother was of very small stature, barely five feet tall. 母亲个子不高，还不到五英尺。

She was a little short in stature. 她个子矮小。 

 Language Point 2     

The Statue of Liberty (Para. 1) 

liberty: n. the freedom to go where you want, do what you want, etc.

loss of liberty 丧失自由

We must defend our civil liberties at all costs. 不管付出多少代价，我们都要捍卫我们的公民自由。

You are at liberty to leave when you wish. 你随时可以走。

I am not at liberty to tell you how I got this information. 我无权告诉你我是如何得到这消息的。 

 Language Point 3     

In the mid-1870s, French artist Frederic Auguste Bartholdi was working on an enormous project called Liberty Enlightening the World,… (Para. 2) 

work on: have sth. as the subject of thought or effort

They are working on a report of their investigation of synthetic rubber. 他们在写一份合成橡胶的调查报告。

Is Tom still working on the new book that he promised? 汤姆还在写那本他许诺要写的新书吗？

I want to work on perfecting my style before trying anything new. 在尝试新的东西之前，我想努力改进我的风格。

The scientists are still working on inventing new methods of reaching outer space. 科学家们还在努力研发到达外层空间的新办法。 

 Language Point 4     

In the mid-1870s, French artist Frederic Auguste Bartholdi was working on an enormous project called Liberty Enlightening the World,… (Para. 2) 

enlighten: vt. give sb. more information about sth. so that he or she knows the truth

A few devoted doctors have fought for years to enlighten the profession. 一些富有献身精神的医生奋斗了多年来发展这一专业。

I cannot remember how the trains turned round to return to London. Could you please enlighten me? 我记不得火车是如何绕回到伦敦的，你能告诉我吗？

It can be an enormously enlightening and exciting experience. 这是一次极有启发性、极令人兴奋的体验。 

 Language Point 5     

…a monument celebrating US independence and the France-America alliance. (Para. 2) 

monument: n. a building or statue that is built to remind people of a famous person or event

the Monument to the People's Heroes 人民英雄纪念碑

This pillar is a monument to all those soldiers who died in the Second World War. 这个石柱是一座献给所有二战阵亡将士的纪念碑。 

 Language Point 6     

…a monument celebrating US independence and the France-America alliance. (Para. 2) 

alliance: n. a group of countries, political parties or people who have agreed to work together because of the same interests or aims 

the country's military alliance with France 该国与法国在军事上结成的同盟

The two parties were still too much apart to form an alliance. 两党分歧依然很大，无法结成同盟。

 Language Point 7     

His mother could not approve of her son's affection for a woman she had never met, … (Para. 2) 

Meaning: His mother was not pleased that her son loved a woman she had never known, … 

 Language Point 8     

His mother could not approve of her son's affection for a woman she had never met, … (Para. 2) 

approve: v. accept, permit or officially agree (to)

We need to get an official from the government to approve this project. 我们需要一位政府官员来支持这个项目。

The Parliament has approved a program of education reform. 国会通过了一个教育改革方案。

approve of: say, show or feel that sth. is good; be pleased about sth.; like sb. or sth.

His father didn't approve of his leaving school at 16. 他父亲不赞成他16岁就离开学校。

Her parents don't approve of her friends. 她父母不认可她的朋友。

I didn't approve of his manner. 我不喜欢他的举止。 

 Language Point 9     

His mother could not approve of her son's affection for a woman she had never met, … (Para. 2) 

affection: n. feeling of fondness

Mark felt great affection for his sister. 马克非常爱他的妹妹。

She had developed quite an affection for the place. 她渐渐爱上了这个地方。

The children are doing all kinds of things to win the affection of their parents. 孩子们竭尽全力来赢得父母的爱。 

 Language Point 10     

…but Bartholdi went ahead and married his love in 1876. (Para. 2) 

Meaning: …but Bartholdi continued loving the woman and married her in 1876.(his love: the woman he loved) 

 Language Point 11     

…but Bartholdi went ahead and married his love in 1876. (Para. 2) 

go ahead: 

1) continue or advance (without permission)

If you go ahead and sell this medicine, your license will be revoked. 如果你不经许可继续出售这种药品，你的执照将被吊销。

2) be allowed to continue (with sth.); take place, as after a difficulty

The council gave us permission to go ahead with our building plans. 委员会允许我们继续实施我们的建筑计划。

In spite of the chairman's illness, the meeting will go ahead as planned. 尽管主席生病了，但会议仍照计划继续进行。

3) move in front of sth. or sb.

I'll go ahead and tell them you'll be there shortly. 我先走一步，告诉他们你马上就到。

Go ahead, what are you waiting for? 往前走，你还等什么？

4) begin, especially to speak

Go ahead, we're all listening. 说吧，我们听着呢。 

 Language Point 12     

That same year Bartholdi had assembled the statue's right arm and torch, and displayed them in Philadelphia. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: In the same year when he got married, Bartholdi had put the statue's right arm and torch together, and then showed them in Philadelphia. 

 Language Point 13     

That same year Bartholdi had assembled the statue's right arm and torch,… (Para. 3) 

assemble: v. 

1) fit the parts of sth. together

We spent all day trying to assemble our new bookshelves. 我们用了一整天来安装新书架。

She tried hard to assemble the bike. 她很费力地组装自行车。

2) come together in a group; gather or collect

The leaders assembled in Shanghai for the meeting. 领导们聚集在上海开会。

I've assembled all the information I need for my essay. 我收集了写那篇文章所需要的所有信息。

He is assembling evidence concerning a murder. 他在收集一宗谋杀案的证据。 

 Language Point 14     

He needed someone whose face represented suffering yet strength, someone more severe than beautiful. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: He needed someone whose face showed that she had suffered a lot but remained strong, someone who looked more plain than attractive. 

 Language Point 15     

The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on an island in Upper New York Bay in 1886. (Para. 4) 

Note that October 28, 1886 was declared a public holiday to allow Americans to celebrate the statue's unveiling. More than 1 million people lined the streets for a parade.  

 Language Point 16     

Before all the different types of Barbie dolls for sale now, there was just a single Barbie. (Para. 6) 

The sentence implies that the existence of Barbie, who was a real person, came before all kinds of Barbie dolls on the market.  

 Language Point 17     

Before all the different types of Barbie dolls for sale now,… (Para. 6) 

for sale: intended to be sold 

The sign on the house says "For Sale". 房子上的标牌写着"出售"。

All the pictures in this exhibition are for sale. 本次展览中的所有绘画作品都出售。 

 Language Point 18     

Ruth came up with the idea for Barbie after watching her daughter play with paper dolls. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: Ruth had an idea of making Barbie dolls after she had watched her daughter Barbara play with paper dolls. 

 Language Point 19     

Ruth came up with the idea… (Para. 7) 

come up with: find or produce (an answer, a solution, etc.)

I hope you can come up with a better plan than this. 我希望你能拿出一个比这更好的计划。

Scientists have come up with new ways of saving energy. 科学家找到了节省能源的新途径。 

 Language Point 20     

…a joke gift for adults described as having the appearance of "a woman who sold sex". (Para. 7) 

Meaning: …a gift for adults which is intended as a joke and which is described as having the appearance of "a woman who sold sex". 

 Language Point 21     

Mattel refashioned the doll into a decent, all-American — although with an exaggerated breast size — version and named it after Barbara, who was then a teenager. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: Mattel Toy Company changed the doll into a model that was respectable, 

purely American, yet with big breasts, and named the new-born doll after 

Barbara, who was just a teenager at that time.

Please note that "decent, all-American" modifies the word "version".

 Language Point 22     

Mattel refashioned the doll into a decent, all-American… (Para. 7) 

refashion into: change into; make into

Can you refashion this dress into a skirt? 你能将这件连衣裙改成短裙子吗？

It's nice to see these old dark buildings being refashioned into modern ones. 很高兴看到这些又旧又黑的房子正在被改建成现代化的大楼。 

 Language Point 23     

…although with an exaggerated breast size… (Para. 7) 

exaggerate: v. make (sth.) seem larger, more important, better or worse than it really is 

Don't exaggerate. I was only two minutes late, not twenty. 别夸大其词，我只迟到了两分钟，不是20分钟。

The problem has been greatly exaggerated. 这个问题被极度夸大了。 

 Language Point 24     

…although with an exaggerated breast size… (Para. 7) 

breast: n. 

1) either of the two soft, rounded parts of a woman's chest that can produce 

milk after she has a baby 

It is reported that breast cancer kills more women than any other form of cancer. 据报道，死于乳腺癌的妇女比死于其他癌症的妇女多。

2) the upper front part of the body between the neck and the stomach, esp. in birds or animals

I had chicken breasts for lunch. 我午餐吃鸡胸肉。 

 Language Point 25     

…version and named it after Barbara,… (Para. 7) 

version: n. 

1) a thing which is based on sth. else but which has some details that are different

the five-door version of the Ford 五门型的福特汽车

the film version of Romeo and Juliet《罗密欧与朱丽叶》的电影版

2) an account of an event, etc. from the point of view of one person 

The two drivers gave different versions of the accident. 两个司机对事故的说法不同。 

 Language Point 26     

…version and named it after Barbara,… (Para. 7) 

name sb./sth. after sb. : give sb./sth. the name of sb. as an honor

This island was named after his discoverer. 该岛以其发现者的名字命名。

The bridge was named after the hero. 这座桥是以那位英雄的名字命名的。 

 Language Point 27     

Since her introduction in 1959, Barbie has become the universally recognized Queen of the Dolls. (Para. 8) 

Meaning: Since her introduction in 1959, Barbie has been known to everyone as Queen of the Dolls. 

 Language Point 28     

…Barbie has become the universally recognized Queen of the Dolls. (Para. 8) 

universally: ad. (believed or accepted) by everyone; in the world or in all situations

a universally accepted point of view 人人接受的观点 

 Language Point 29     

Now more than sixty years old, Barbara — who declines interviews but is said to have loved the doll — may be the most famous unknown figure on the planet. (Para. 9) 

Meaning: Barbara, who is now more than sixty years old and who refuses 

interviews but is said to have loved the doll, is probably the most famous 

person in the world with her real name being unknown.

 Language Point 30     

The real Ken, who died in 1994, was disgusted by the doll that made his family famous. (Para. 10) 

Meaning: The real Ken, who died in 1994, disliked the doll that made his family famous. 

 Language Point 31     

Grant Wood instantly rose to fame in 1930 with his painting American Gothic, an often-copied interpretation of the solemn pride of American farmers. (Para. 12) 

Meaning: Grant Wood became famous immediately when he finished his painting 

American Gothic in 1930. The painting, which is often copied in other forms of 

art such as posters, cards, and souvenirs, reflects his understanding of the 

sincere pride of American farmers. 

 Language Point 32     

Grant Wood instantly rose to fame in 1930… (Para. 12) 

fame: n. the state of being well-known 

come/rise to fame 出名

Pop stars often achieve fame at a young age. 流行音乐歌手往往在年轻时就赢得盛名。

The novel earned him fame and money. 这部小说使他名利双收。 

 Language Point 33     

…with his painting American Gothic，an often copied interpretation of the solemn pride of American farmers. (Para. 12) 

Gothic: a. 

1) of or like a style of building common in Europe between the 12th and the 16th centuries

On the other side of the street is a famous Gothic church. 街的另一边是一座著名的哥特式教堂。

2) (of literature) of or like stories in which strange things happen in horrible places 

Gothic novels usually describe romantic adventures in mysterious or frightening settings. 哥特派小说通常描述有神秘或恐怖气氛的浪漫故事。 

 Language Point 34     

…with his painting American Gothic, an often copied interpretation of the solemn pride of American farmers. (Para. 12) 

interpretation: n. 

1) an explanation or understanding of sth.

He's always putting a wrong interpretation on what I say. 他总是曲解我的话。

What's your interpretation of these statistics? 你对这些统计资料如何解释？

2) making clear or bringing out the meaning of (a character, music, etc.)

The actor's interpretation of Hamlet was severely criticized. 这位演员对哈姆雷特这个角色的处理手法受到严厉的批评。 

 Language Point 35     

…with his painting American Gothic, an often copied interpretation of the solemn pride of American farmers. (Para. 12) 

solemn: a.

1) done, made, etc. seriously; having a sense of religious-like importance

a solemn statement 庄严的声明

a solemn warning 严正的警告

make a solemn promise 作出郑重的承诺

2) serious-looking; grave

solemn looks 庄重的脸色

put on a solemn face 板起脸孔

Her solemn face told them that the news was bad. 她严肃的表情告诉他们那是坏消息。 

 Language Point 36     

The painting shows a serious-looking man and a woman standing in front of a farmhouse. (Para. 12) 

As we are going to learn, the serious-looking man and the woman are respectively modeled after Grant Wood's dentist, Dr. B. H. McKeeby, and his sister, Nan. And the farmhouse refers to the American Gothic House in Eldon, Iowa (which is famous as the background of Grant Wood's 1930 painting American Gothic). 

 Language Point 37     

He was strongly influenced by medieval artists and inspired by the Gothic window of an old farmhouse,… (Para. 12) 

inspire: vt. give sb. a feeling of wanting and being able to do sth. good, 

create a work of art, etc.

His novel was inspired by his relationship with his first wife. 他这部小说的灵感来自于他与第一任妻子的关系。

The book was inspired by a real person, namely Tamara. 这部书的灵感源于一个真实的人，名叫塔玛拉。

Our work is to motivate those voters and inspire them to join our cause. 我们的工作是发动那些投票人，促使他们加入我们的事业。

What inspired you to change your name? 是什么促使你改名字的？ 

 Language Point 38     

…but the faces in his composition were what captured the world's attention. (Para. 12) 

Meaning: …but the faces in his painting were the most attractive. 

 Language Point 39     

…but the faces in his composition were what captured the world's attention. (Para. 12) 

capture one's attention: draw one's attention; be attractive to someone

The views on campus captured my attention. 校园的景色吸引了我的注意力。

It was her words not her looks that captured his attention. 吸引他注意的是她的言谈而不是她的容貌。 

 Language Point 40     

For the grave farmer he used his dentist, a sour-looking man. (Para. 13) 

grave: a. 

1) (used about people) sad or serious

He was looking extremely grave. 他神色极为凝重。

Anxiously, she examined his unusually grave face. 她不安地审视着他异常严肃的脸。

2) seriously bad

These events could have grave consequences for all of us. 这些事件可能给我们带来严重后果。

He said that the situation in his country was very grave. 他说他的祖国的局势很严峻。

n. a place where a dead person is buried, esp. when under the ground and marked by a stone

The coffin was lowered into the grave. 灵柩被放入墓地。

I put some flowers on the grave. 我将一些花放在了坟墓上。

They used to visit her grave twice a year. 过去他们一般每年给她扫两次墓。 

 Language Point 41     

For the woman standing alongside him, the artist chose his sister, Nan. (Para. 13) 

alongside: prep. beside; together with

the opportunity to work alongside experienced musicians 与资深音乐家一起工作的机会

The dog sat alongside the master. 狗坐在主人旁边。

ad. along the side 

a garden with a small river running alongside 旁边有一条涓涓细流的花园

 Language Point 42     

He stretched the models' necks a bit, but there was no doubt who posed for the portrait. (Para. 13) 

Meaning: He made the models' necks a bit longer in the painting, but doubtlessly people would know who was sitting for the painting. 

 Language Point 43     

He stretched the models' necks a bit, but there was no doubt who posed for the portrait. (Para. 13) 

stretch: v. 

1) make sth. longer, wider or tighter by pulling 

The artist stretched the canvas tightly over the frame. 画家把画布紧紧地绷在画架上。

My T-shirt stretched when I washed it. 我的T恤衫洗后变大了。

2) cause to go as far as possible or beyond the usual limit

For five years, this region was a bubble of optimism, growing fatter and fatter while its walls stretched thinner. 五年来，这一地区宛如一个乐观的肥皂泡，越吹越大，而其四壁却越抻越薄。

I'm afraid we can't take on any more work — we're already fully stretched. 恐怕我们不能再接更多工作了，我们现在已经是全力以赴了。

3) (of a piece of land or water, etc.) spread over a large area or distance 

The long white beaches stretch for miles along the coast. 长长的白色海滩沿着海岸绵延数英里。 

 Language Point 44     

He stretched the models' necks a bit, but there was no doubt who posed for the portrait. (Para. 13) 

there was no doubt…:it was certain…

no doubt: very probably 

No doubt he will help us if we ask him. 如果我们请他帮忙，他准会帮助我们。

No doubt he means to help, but in fact he just gets in the way. 很可能他原意是要帮忙，但事实上他净碍事。 

 Language Point 45     

He stretched the models' necks a bit, but there was no doubt who posed for the portrait. (Para. 13) 

pose for: (cause to) take and hold a position necessary for an artist or 

photographer , etc.; sit for

In her youth, she earned a reasonable living by posing for art students in drawing classes. 她年轻时，靠着给学艺术的学生作绘画课上的模特，生活得还可以。

Please sit still while you pose for your photograph. 你准备照相时，请坐好别动。

He takes special care to pose people for their pictures in the best position to suit them. 他特别用心地让人们摆出最适合他们的姿势照相。 

 Language Point 46     

Nan later remarked that the fame she gained from American Gothic saved her from a very boring life. (Para. 14) 

Meaning: Nan said later that the painting American Gothic helped her come to fame and prevented her from living a dull life. 

 Language Point 47     

Nan later remarked that the fame she gained from American Gothic saved her from a very boring life. (Para. 14) 

save … from: 

1) prevent sb. or sth. from having or doing sth. bad

What can we do to save him from the results of his own foolishness? 我们怎样做才能使他避免他自己的愚蠢所造成的后果呢？

Lots can be done to save their marriage from failure. 有很多办法可以挽救他们的婚姻。

Thank you; you saved me from making a fool of myself. 谢谢你，多亏你我才没出洋相。

2) preserve sth. or sb. from danger, ruin, etc.; rescue from

Luckily your precious records were saved from the fire. 幸运的是，你那些珍贵的唱片在火灾中未被损毁。 

 Language Point 48     

But the Buffalo nickel, produced from 1913 to 1938, honored a pair of connected tragedies from the settlement of the American frontier — the destruction of the buffalo herds and the American Indians. (Para. 16) 

Meaning: But the Buffalo nickel, which was produced from 1913 to 1938, honored two tragedies — the killing of the buffalo herds and the destruction of the American Indians — which were closely connected and took place as the result of the settlement of the American frontier. 

 Language Point 49     

But the Buffalo nickel, produced from 1913 to 1938, honored a pair of connected tragedies from the settlement of the American frontier… (Para. 16) 

tragedy: n. 

1) an event or situation that causes great sadness

A trip to London ended in tragedy for a local couple when they were involved in a car crash. 本地一对夫妇的伦敦之行发生了悲剧，他们遭遇了车祸。

It's a tragedy that so many children leave school without any qualifications. 很多孩子没有毕业就离校，这是很悲哀的事情。

2) a serious play that has a sad ending

King Lear is a tragedy. 《李尔王》是出悲剧。 

 Language Point 50     

But the Buffalo nickel, produced from 1913 to 1938, honored a pair of connected tragedies from the settlement of the American frontier… (Para. 16) 

settlement: n. 

1) the movement of a new population into a place to live there

the settlement of the American West 往美国西部的移民

the settlement of immigrants 移民的拓居

2) an agreement, usu. official, that ends an argument; the act of reaching this 

kind of agreement

The strike lasted for several weeks until a settlement was reached. 罢工持续了几周，直到达成协议为止。

Our objective must be to secure a peace settlement. 我们的目标必须是确保达成和平协议。

They are not optimistic about a settlement of the eleven-year conflict. 对解决长达11年的冲突，他们并不乐观。

She accepted an out-of-court settlement of $4,000. 她接受了4,000美元的庭外和解。 

 Language Point 51     

But the Buffalo nickel, produced from 1913 to 1938, honored a pair of connected tragedies from the settlement of the American frontier… (Para. 16) 

frontier: n. the border between two countries, or (esp. in the past in the US) 

the border between cultivated land where people live and wild land 

We crossed the frontier between France and Italy. 我们穿越了意大利和法国之间的边界。

It wasn't difficult then to cross the frontier. 那时穿越边界并不困难。

In British English, a frontier is a border between two countries. The usual American word is border. 在英国英语中，frontier指两国间的边界，美国英语中通常用border。 

 Language Point 52     

While white people had previously been used as models for most American coins , famed artist James Earle Fraser went against tradition by using three actual American Indians as models for his creation. (Para. 17) 

Meaning: In the previous years coin makers had used white people as models for most American coins. In contrast, James Earle Fraser, who was a famous artist, broke this tradition and used three actual American Indians as models for his creation. (One was Two Moons of the Cheyenne, the second was Iron Tail of the Sioux, and the third's identity was uncertain but may have been Big Tree of the Kiowa.) 

 Language Point 53     

…famed artist James Earle Fraser went against tradition by using three actual American Indians as models for his creation. (Para. 17) 

go against: be opposite to; be not in favour of; act against

It goes against my nature to get up early in the morning. 早上早起违背了我的本性。

Lying goes against my principles. 说谎有悖于我的原则。

I should warn you that if the case goes against you, you may find yourself in prison. 我应当警告你，如果这案子对你不利，你就可能坐牢。

Your unfortunate report might go against your chances of winning the contract. 你这份不合时宜的报告可能使你失去得到那份合同的机会。 

 Language Point 54     

For the buffalo on the other side, since buffalo no longer wandered about the great grasslands, Fraser was forced to sketch an aging buffalo from New York City's Central Park Zoo. (Para. 18) 

Meaning: In order to have the buffalo for the other side of the coin, Fraser had 

to go to New York City's Central Park Zoo and draw a picture of an aging 

buffalo, because buffalo no longer wandered the great grasslands. (Their number 

was severely reduced.)

Please note that the plural form of "buffalo" can be either "buffalo" or "buffaloes". 

 Language Point 55     

…and a wall decoration made from its horns. (Para. 18) 

Meaning: …a wall decoration that was made out of the horns of the buffalo. 

 Language Point 56     

…and a wall decoration made from its horns. (Para. 18) 

make sth. from: produce, shape, form, cause sth. to exist by using an existing 

object as material

Mother can make a wonderful meal from bits of food left over from the day before. 母亲可以用头一天剩的食物做出一顿好饭菜。

The children's playhouse has been made from a pile of cardboard boxes. 孩子的游戏房是用一堆纸箱做成的。

The natives make excellent boats from tree trunks. 当地人用树干做成上等小船。 

 Language Point 57     

…and a wall decoration made from its horns. (Para. 18) 

horn: n.

1) a hard, pointed, often curved part that grows from the top of the head of 

some animals 

Cattle, sheep and goats have a pair of horns. 牛，绵羊和山羊都有一对角。

The young goat was just beginning to grow horns. 小山羊刚开始长角。

2)a device for sounding a warning signal 

The irritated driver blew his horn at the slow truck. 那位不耐烦的司机向缓慢行驶的卡车鸣喇叭。

The driver sounded his horn when the child stepped in front of his car. 司机在小孩走到他的汽车前面时按响了喇叭。 

 Language Point 58     

…Sam Wilson… (Para. 20) 

…(probably) Samuel Wilson... See Note 5, Background Information. 

 Language Point 59     

…to join his father and older brothers in the fight to liberate the American colonies from the British… (Para. 20) 

liberate: vt. set sb. or sth. free

One of our tasks is to liberate people from poverty. 我们的任务之一是把人民从贫困中解放出来。

France was liberated in 1945. 法国于1945年得到解放。

 Language Point 60     

…and earned a reputation for being honest and hard working. (Para. 20) 

Meaning: … because he was honest and hard working, he won people's respect. 

 Language Point 61     

…and earned a reputation for being honest and hard working. (Para. 20) 

reputation: n. the opinion that people in general have about what sb. or sth. is 

like

an international reputation 国际声誉

have a good/bad reputation 声誉好/坏

His university has a good academic reputation. 他所在的大学有着良好的学术声誉。

The rumors ruined his reputation. 这些传言破坏了他的声誉。

The restaurant has a reputation for serving some of the finest food in the country. 这家餐馆因提供一些全国最好的佳肴而闻名。

She began to make her reputation as a novelist in the 1960s. 她在20世纪60年代就开始获得小说家的名望了。 

 Language Point 62     

Wilson gained a position inspecting meat for US Army forces,… (Para. 21) 

Meaning: Wilson got a job, which is examining meat for US Army forces…

 Language Point 63     

Wilson gained a position inspecting meat for US Army forces,… (Para. 21) 

inspect: vt. 

1) look at sth. closely or in great detail

The detective inspected the room for fingerprints. 侦探检查房间寻找指纹。

She went outside to inspect the playing field. 她出去到操场上检查去了。

The firemen are inspecting an abandoned warehouse for potential fire hazard. 消防队员正在检查一所废弃仓库的火灾隐患。

2) make an official visit to make sure that rules are being obeyed, work is 

being done properly, etc. 

Several government officials came to inspect our factory last week. 几名政府官员上星期来我们工厂视察。 

 Language Point 64     

…working with a man who had signed a contract with the government to provide meat to the army. (Para. 21) 

contract: n. a legal document that states and explains a formal agreement 

between two different people or groups 

a temporary contract 临时合同

They signed a three-year contract with a major record company. 他们与一家大唱片公司签了三年合同。

The company has just won a contract to supply machinery to the government. 这家公司刚签了一份给政府提供机器设备的合同。

He was given a seven-year contract with an annual salary of $150,000. 他签了一份为期七年的合同，年薪15万美元。

v. 

1) make a written legal agreement with sb. to do sth. or to have sb. work for a 

certain party

His firm has been contracted to supply all the furniture for the new building. 他的公司签了合同，为新建大楼提供所有家具。

The British museum is already contracted to lease part of its collection on a museum in China. 这家英国博物馆签了合同，把部分收藏品租给中国的一家博物馆展出。

2) get an illness or disease

She contracted pneumonia. 她染有肺炎。

He contracted AIDS from a blood transfusion. 他因输血染上了艾滋病。

3) become or make sth. smaller or shorter

Metals contract as they cool. 金属遇冷收缩。

"I'm" is the contracted form of "I am". I'm是I am的缩写形式。

Blood is only expelled from the heart when it contracts. 当心脏收缩时，血液才被泵出心脏。 

 Language Point 65     

Barrels of meat supplied to the army were stamped "EA-US", identifying the company (EA) and country of origin (US). (Para. 21) 

Meaning: The letters of "EA-US" were stamped on all barrels of meat that were 

supplied to the US Army, with EA standing for the company that supplied the meat 

and US standing for the country where the meat was made. 

 Language Point 66     

…"US" was short for "Uncle Sam" Wilson. (Para. 21) 

Meaning: …"US" was the short form of "Uncle Sam" Wilson. 

 Language Point 67     

… his form evolving from an earlier cartoon character called Brother Jonathan that was popular during the American Revolution. (Para. 22) 

Meaning: … the figure of Uncle Sam in the political cartoons developed from an 

earlier cartoon character called Brother Jonathan that was popular during the 

American Revolution.

Please notice this is an absolute construction.

Also notice the that-clause modifies "an earlier cartoon character". 

 Language Point 68     

… his form evolving from an earlier cartoon character called Brother Jonathan that was popular during the American Revolution. (Para. 22) 

evolve from: (also evolve out of) develop in gradual stages from sth. different

Some people still do not believe that man evolved from monkeys. 有些人依然不相信人是由猴子演变而来的。

The painter's ideas about form and colour evolved out of the work of an earlier artist. 这位画家对形状和色彩的见解源于早期一位艺术家的作品。 

 Language Point 69     

Uncle Sam soon replaced Brother Jonathan as American's most popular symbol. (Para. 22) 

Meaning: Uncle Sam soon took the place of Brother Jonathan and became American's most popular symbol. 

 Language Point 70     

…in his famous army recruiting posters of World Wars I and II. (Para. 22) 

Meaning: …in his famous posters that tried to get young men to join the US Army during World War I and World War II. 

 Language Point 71     

…in his famous army recruiting posters of World Wars I and II. (Para. 22) 

recruit: vt. persuade sb. to become a new member of an organization, esp. the army

The state is recruiting young people to the teaching professions. 这个州在招聘年轻人从事教学工作。

Many jukus offer high salaries to recruit experienced teachers. 许多课外补习学校高薪招聘有经验的教师。

The police are trying to recruit more black and Asian officers. 警察正在努力招聘更多的黑人和亚裔警官。

n. a new member of an organization, esp. the army

The new recruits were trained for six months and then sent to the war front.新兵训练六个月后就被送上了前线。 

 Language Point 72     

…in his famous army recruiting posters of World Wars I and II. (Para. 22) 

poster: n. a large printed picture, photograph or notice 

They put up the posters all around the town to advertise the circus. 他们在镇上到处张贴海报，宣传这个马戏团。

Her bedroom is hung with posters of the pop stars. 她的卧室里挂着一些明星的画像。 

 Language Point 73     

That version — a tall man with white hair and a small white beard on his chin, a dark blue coat and a tall hat with stars on it — was a self-portrait of Flagg. (Para. 22) 

Meaning: The portrait of Uncle Sam in Flagg's posters was a self-portrait of 

Flagg. It was a tall man with white hair on his head and a small white beard on 

his chin, wearing a dark blue coat and a tall hat with stars on it.

 Language Point 74     

…and a small white beard on his chin,… (Para. 22) 

beard: n. the hair which grows on a man's cheeks and chin 络腮胡子

He's got a beard. 他蓄了胡须

He's growing a beard. 他在留胡子。

He's had his beard shaved off. 他刮掉了胡子。

Compare: 

moustache (AmE mustache): the hair that grows on the top lip, between the mouth and the nose 小胡子

Has he got a moustache? 他留了小胡子吗？
（四）Organization of the text

 1. The statue of Liberty

	How old id She, the Statue of Liberty?
	115 years old

	When did France give it to America?
	1884

	Location 
	The upper New York Bay

	Color
	Red →Green because of time and weather

	Arms
	Right arm: torch/golden light 
	Left\tablet: date of American Declaration of Independence (1776.7.6)

	What did it honor?/The purpose of Building it?
	Honor friendship and freedom (France helped revolutional army defend King George the third.)

	Creator
	Frederic

	Model
	Wife’body
	Mother’ face (severe)


2. Barbie doll.

	Creator
	Ruth 

	Inspiration
	Paper doll 

	The first 3-dimentionalmodel
	German doll: joke gift for adults.

	Popularity 
	Universally accepted/ a household name

	Ken’s feeling towards Barbie 
	Strong dislike

	Redesign the dill 
	Into decent, all-American version


3. American Gothic

	Creator
	Grant Wood 

	Inspiration
	The Gothic window of an old farmhouse

	Description
	Severe looking man and his unmarried daughter

	Model
	 Farmer: dentist
	Girl: artist’s sister,  

	Theme
	The solemn pride of farmers


4. The Buffalo Nickel:

	Creator
	James Earle Fraser

	Differences from other coin
	Politicians’ figure/ Indians

	Theme 
	Destruction of herds and the American Indians 

	Models
	Indians
	Endangered species


	The fate of the Model 
	Killed


5 .The Uncle Sam 
	Origin
	Sam Wilson

	Creator
	James Montgomery Flagg


（五）Exercise
Have a look at the outline and the sample composition that has been organized according to time sequence.

Topic:

Barbie dolls

Specific details:

• sometime before 1959 the idea coming to Ruth Handler, the original model being a German doll, refashioning into a decent, all- American version

• in 1959 Barbie dolls being introduced to the public, becoming widely popular 

Sample Composition:

The idea for Barbie dolls came to Ruth Handler after she watched her daughter, Barbara, play with paper dolls. That was sometime before 1959. The original model of Barbie came from a German doll. Ruth Handler and her company, Mattel Toy Company, refashioned the doll into a decent, all-American version and named it after Barbara. 　　

Barbie dolls were introduced to the public in 1959 and have become the universally recognized Queen of the Dolls. It is reported that the average American girl owns ten Barbie dolls, and that two are sold somewhere in the world every second. Barbie dolls are loved by Americans of almost any age.

Section B  Engelbreit’s the Name, Cute Is My Game 
（一）Background Information:
1. Mary Engelbreit 

Mary Engelbreit is a very productive greeting card artist in the US. 

2. Jessie Willcox Smith (1863-1935) 

Jessie Willcox Smith, one of America's premier illustrators, epitomized the home life of the late-Victorian era. During the 44 years that her professional career spanned, she illustrated over 60 books, 250 periodicals and almost 200 covers for Good Housekeeping as well as many posters, calendars and prints. 

3. Johnny Gruelle 

While most of the public is aware of Raggedy Ann and her brother, Raggedy Andy, most would not be able to name their creator — Johnny Gruelle. Few knew that the father of these famed rag dolls was a premier illustrator, artist, and toy maker of the early twentieth century. 

Gruelle started as a newspaper cartoonist, which required a simple line to give the impression of an entire concept. Among the first characters that Gruelle created was “Mr. Twee Deedle”. He then moved to illustrating children’s books such as Grimm’s Fairy Tales, and finally to Raggedy Ann. 

4. Sunrise Publications 

Sunrise Publications is a pioneer in greeting card innovation since 1974, founded by three liberal arts graduates who saw a market for contemporary social expressions products. Their innovative products caught on quickly and Sunrise has become a celebrated and well-loved brand with retailers and consumers throughout North America, with product placements in over 12,000 stores. 

In 1997 the company changed its name to InterArt to encompass a growing offering of other licensed brands.
（二）New Words& Expressions
1 cute        

 a. 1. pretty and attractive 逗人喜爱的；漂亮的  

  He's got a really cute baby brother.

他有个逗人喜爱的小弟弟。  

  Isn't she a cute girl?

难道她不是一个招人喜爱的姑娘吗？  

 2. clever 机灵的；精明的  

  Their lawyer tried a cute trick.

他们的律师耍了一个小聪明。  

  The President, trying to be cute, said his liberal arts education had not really prepared him for such complicated issues as this.

总统想玩机灵，说他受的人文教育不足以使他应付这么复杂的问题。  

 2  crush        

 vt. 1. make sb. feel upset or disappointed 使烦恼或失望  

  The news that his wife had been killed in the accident completely crushed him.

妻子在事故中丧生的消息把他彻底击垮了。  

  I was crushed by her words.

她的话使我心烦意乱。  

 2. hit or press sth. very hard so that it is damaged or destroyed 撞坏；压坏  

  His arm was badly crushed in the car accident.

他的手臂在车祸中被压成重伤。  

  Don't crush the box; there are eggs inside.

别压坏箱子，里面有鸡蛋。  

3  comedown        

 n. [C] a fall in importance, rank, status, etc. 落泊；失势  

  She used to have servants: Now she finds it a comedown to have to do the work herself.

她过去雇有佣人，而现在她得自己干活，觉得很委屈。  

  It's a bit of a comedown for her having to move to a smaller house.

被迫搬进更小的房子里住，这使她感到有点失落。  

4  astonish        

vt. surprise sb. greatly 使震惊；使惊骇  

  It astonishes me that no one has thought of this before.

先前竟没有一个人想到这一点，这使我很惊讶。  

  They were astonished at the extraordinary beauty of the picture.

这幅画异乎寻常的美使他们感到十分震惊。  

5 calendar        

n. [C] a set of pages or list that shows the days, weeks and months of a particular year 日历  

  He's got a calendar on his office wall with different photographs of Paris for each month.

他的办公室墙上有本挂历，每月都有不同的巴黎景物照。  

  According to the school calendar, your examination will be in June.

根据校历，你们的考试是在6月份。  

6  retail        

n. [U] the sale of goods directly to the public, usually in small quantities 零售  

  The job is only open to those with over two years' experience in retail.

该职位只面向有两年以上零售经验的人。  

  Retail sales were lower than expected this year.

今年的零售额比预期的要低。  

7  retailer        

n. [C] sb. who sells things directly to the public 零售商  

8  annual        

a. 1. for the period of one year 一年的；全年的  

  the annual sales figures

一年的销售数字  

  Her annual income is $50,000.

她的年收入是5万美元。  

 2. happening once a year 一年一次的；每年的  

  We can enjoy an annual 15-day holiday.

我们每年可以享受15天的假期。  

  Next week, she'll begin her annual trip to Paris.

下星期，她将开始一年一度的巴黎之行。  

9  bold        

a. brave and confident 大胆自信的  

  The newspaper made a bold move by publishing the names of the men involved.

报纸采取大胆的做法，将涉及到的人员名单公之于众。  

  Their refusal is bold but hopeless.

他们的拒绝是大胆而绝望的。  

10  bare        

a. 1. not covered by clothes 裸露的  

  Don't walk around outside in your bare feet.

不要光着脚在屋外到处走。  

  The child was bare to the waist.

这小孩赤着上身。  

 2. not covered by trees or grass, or not having leaves 光秃的；叶子掉光的  

  Swept by the wind, the land was bare.

那片土地被风吹得光秃秃的。  

11  distinctive        

a. easy to recognize because of being different from others 特别的，与众不同的  

  She's got a very distinctive way of dressing.

她穿衣服很有特点。  

  Long complex sentences are distinctive of Henry James's later style.

长复合句是亨利·詹姆斯后期文体的特色。  

12  elaborate        

a. complicated; carefully prepared and finished 精细复杂的；精心制作的  

  I want a plain skirt to go with that shirt — nothing too elaborate.

我需要一条简单的裙子配那件衬衫──样式不要太复杂。  

  They're making the most elaborate preparations for the wedding.

他们在为婚礼做极为周详的准备。  

v. give more information or details about sth. 详尽说明；阐述  

  The boss said he was leaving but refused to elaborate.

老板说他将离职，但拒绝细说。  

  Some of these points will have to be further elaborated as we go along.

这些要点中，有些还需要我们在往下讨论时作进一步的详细阐述。  

13  border        

n. 1. [C] a band or pattern around the edge of sth., esp. for decoration 边；边饰  

  a white handkerchief with a blue border

一块带蓝色花边的白手帕  

  a border of flowers round the lawn

草坪四周的花坛  

 2. [C] the official dividing line between two countries 国界；边境  

  soldiers guarding the border

守卫边疆的士兵  

  cross the border into Spain

越过边界进入西班牙  

  The refugees escaped over the border.

难民越境逃亡。  

14  comprise        

vt. 1. (be ~d of) consist of particular parts 由... 组成；包括  

  The class is comprised mainly of Italian and French students.

这个班级主要由来自意大利和法国的学生组成。  

  The committee is comprised of three sub-committees with different areas of responsibilities.

该委员会由三个分会组成，他们各司其职。  

 2. form sth. 组成，构成  

  They comprise the overwhelming majority of the white people.

他们构成了白人中的大多数。  

  A pen, pencil, ruler and rubber comprise the set.

这套文具由一支钢笔，一支铅笔，一把尺子和一块橡皮组成。  

15  peach        

n. [C] 桃；桃树  

  Peaches are grown in warm countries.

桃子生长在气候温暖的国家。  

  Among all types of fruit I like peaches best.

所有的水果中，我最喜欢桃子。  

16 　teapot        

n. [C] 茶壶  

  This teapot was made in Jingdezhen.

这茶壶是景德镇生产的。  

  The teapot fell to the ground and was broken into pieces.

茶壶掉到地上，摔成了碎片。  

17  acid        

a. 1. (of remark) showing criticism in a sharp way 尖酸的；刻薄的；辛辣的  

  Unfortunately, the book has none of the acid remarks of her earlier writings.

不幸的是，这本书里丝毫没有她早期作品中的讽刺言论。  

  When she spoke her tone was acid.

她讲话时的语气很尖刻。  

 2. having a sour taste 酸味的，酸的  

  A lemon is an acid fruit.

柠檬是带酸味的水果。  

  Vinegar has an acid taste.

醋有酸味。  

18  imaginary        

a. existing only in the mind; not real 想象中的；虚构的  

  We must consider our real situations, not imaginary ones.

我们必须考虑我们的真实情况，而不是虚构的东西。  

  The child was frightened by her imaginary fears.

这孩子被想象中的恐惧吓坏了。  

19 　down-to-earth        

a. practical and honest 实际的；切实的  

  The ideas seem to be far more down-to-earth and sensible.

这些想法似乎更切合实际、合乎情理。  

  Gloria is probably the most down-to-earth person I've ever met.

格洛里亚或许是我所见的最实际的人了。  

20  humorous        

a. amusing or funny 幽默的，诙谐的  

  He was quite humorous and I liked that about him.

他非常幽默，我喜欢他这一点。  

  A rather humorous thing happened yesterday.

昨天发生了件颇为有趣的事。  

21  trademark        

n. 1. [C] a distinctive characteristic 特征，标记  

  A startling use of line and color is this artist's special trademark.

令人惊异的线条和色彩的应用是这个艺术家明显的特征。  

  She gave one of her trademark smiles.

她给了一个她特有的微笑。  

 2. [C] a mark or name belonging to a particular company, used on its products 商标  

  Nike is a registered trademark.

耐克是一个注册商标。  

  The skirt bears a famous trademark.

这条裙子上印有这个著名商标。  

22  feature        

vt. be an important and distinctive part of sth. 以...为特征  

  The town maintains many buildings featuring the architecture of the Ming and Qing dynasties.

该镇保留着许多具有明清两代特色的建筑。  

  This week's broadcast features a report on victims of domestic violence.

本周特别播放有关家庭暴力受害者的报道。  

n. [C] a typical quality or important part 特点，特征  

  One of the key features of the deal is the $30 million from government funds.

这个协议的一个关键部分是由政府出资3,000万英镑。  

  They both hit upon the same idea for the main feature of their designs.

在设计的主要特征上，他们俩不谋而合。  

23  cigar        

n. [C] 雪茄烟  

  He was sitting alone smoking a big cigar.

他一个人坐在那里抽着一支大雪茄。  

  He enjoys an after-dinner cigar.

他喜欢在饭后抽支雪茄。  

24  　old-fashioned        

a. no longer modern or fashionable 过时的；老式的  

  "Wireless" is an old-fashioned word for "radio". 

无线电是收音机的旧称。  

  You need to get rid of this old-fashioned furniture.

你需要处理掉这些旧家具了。  

25  illustration        

n. 1. [C] a drawing or picture in a book, magazine, etc. 图解；插图  

  The book has lots of beautiful illustrations.

这本书有许多精美的插图。  

  The illustrations in the novel were drawn by the novelist himself.

小说中的插图是小说家自己画的。  

 2. [C, U] an example, fact, etc. that shows sth. is true, or show what sth. is like 说明；例证  

  This delay is a perfect illustration of why we need a new computer system.

这次延误有力地说明了为什么我们需要一个新的电脑系统。  

  Illustration of a difficult idea is often effective in classes.

上课时用例子来说明某个难懂的概念往往是行之有效的。  

26  　illustrator        

n. [C] sb. who draws pictures, esp. for a book 插图画家  

  He is the writer and the illustrator as well of the book.

他是这本书的作者，也是这本书的插图画家。  

  Through years of practice she became a famous illustrator.

经过多年的实践，她成了一名著名的插图画家。  

27  literary        

a. relating to literature 文学上的  

  Among all the courses of literature the course of literary theories is probably the most difficult.

在所有的文学课程中，文学理论课可能是最难的。  

  It's unusual to see so many literary words in a newspaper report.

很少看到报纸报道中出现这么多文学用语。  

28  classic        

n. [C] a famous book, play, etc. which has a lasting value 经典作品；文学名著  

  I spent my childhood reading the classics.

我的童年是在阅读经典著作中度过的。  

  A Tale of Two Cities is my favorite English classic.

《双城记》是我最喜爱的英国文学名著。  

a. (of a book, play, etc.) important and having a lasting value 经典的  

  Have you ever read Jane Austin's classic novel Pride and Prejudice?

你有没有读过简·奥斯汀的经典小说《傲慢与偏见》？  

  That was another classic goal from Beckham!

那是贝克汉姆的又一个经典进球！  

29  influential        

a. having power or influence 有影响力的  

  She wanted to work for a bigger and more influential newspaper.

她希望为一家更大、更具影响力的报纸工作。  

  She was influential in persuading the government to make the new law.

在说服政府制订这项新法令一事上她起了重要作用。  

30  venture        

n. [C] a business activity that involves risks 风险项目  

  She advised us to look abroad for more business ventures.

她建议我们去国外寻找更多的商业机会。  

  Her only venture as a writer ended in failure; no one would print her book.

她唯一的一次写作尝试以失败告终；没人愿意出版她的书。  

vi. risk going somewhere or doing sth. 冒险  

  Those people who ventured to the lakes on the weekend were lucky to have three days of good weather.

周末冒险去游湖的那些人很幸运，遇上了三天好天气。  

  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.

不入虎穴，焉得虎子。  

31  commerce        

n. [U] the buying and selling of goods and services 商业；贸易  

  the world of commerce and industry

工商界  

  New York people are working hard to keep the city a world center of culture, industry and commerce.

纽约人正在努力奋斗以使纽约能保持其世界文化、工业、和商务中心的地位。  

32  plunge         

vi.  (~ into)    

 1. suddenly start doing sth. in an enthusiastic way （积极）投入；参与  

  We ran down to the beach and plunged into the sea.

我们跑下海滩，跳入海中。  

  He moved the lid and plunged his hand in.

他移去盖子，将手伸了进去。  

 2. suddenly put sb. in a particular situation 使陷入  

  He plunged deep into thought.

他陷入沉思。  

  We've been spending so much money recently that we've plunged ourselves into debt.

我们近来开支过大，以至陷入债务之中。  

33 　ill-fated        

a. unlucky 倒霉的  

  He described his trip to Shanghai looking for a job as an ill-fated trip.

他将前往上海找工作之行描述为倒霉之行。  

  The cash will be handed to Belfast's Industrial Development Board, which backed his ill-fated car firm.

现金将转到支持他那倒霉的汽车公司的贝尔法斯特工业发展董事会。  

34  sample        

n. [C] a small amount of sth. that can be tested to show what the rest is or should be like 样品  

  The book contains sample questions and answers, which will help you to pass the exam.

这本书里有问题和答案的样本，能帮助你通过考试。  

  Many firms give small quantities of their products as samples, so that people can try them before buying.

许多公司把少量的产品作为样货赠送出去，供人们购买前试用。  

vt. try out or examine sth. by taking a sample 抽样（检查）  

  We sampled opinion among 600 doctors.

我们抽样调查了600名医生的意见。  

  They can learn English and sample the British way of life.

他们可以学习英语并体验英国人的生活方式。  

35  dragon        

n. [C] 龙  

  The Chinese understanding of dragons is different from that of Westerners.

中国人对龙的理解与西方人不一样。  

  I was reading my daughter a story about a handsome prince who saved a princess from a dragon.

我在给我的女儿念一个故事，讲的是一位英俊的王子从龙的手中救出了一位公主。  

36  myth        

n. [C] an ancient story, esp. one invented to explain natural or historical events 神话  

  Most societies have their own creation myths.

大多数社会都有它们自己的创世神话。  

  Medusa was the unfortunate woman in Greek myth who was loved by the god of the sea.

美杜莎是希腊神话中被海神爱上的那个不幸的女人。  

37  　mythical        

n. 1. relating to or existing only in myths 神话的；神话中的  

  dragons and other mythical creatures

龙和其他神话中的生物  

  Robin Hood is a mythical hero.

罗宾汉是传说中的英雄。  

 2. imaginary and not real 虚构的；不真实的  

  Start living life here and now instead of waiting for that mythical day when you'll be slim.

此时此地就开始积极的生活，而不要坐等你想象中变苗条的那一天。  

  The play is set in a mythical place where only women held office.

该剧的场景是一个神话般的地方，那儿只有妇女执政。  

38  license        

vt. give official permission for sb. to use sth. 批准；准许  

  Several companies have been licensed to sell these products.

一些公司已被批准销售这些产品。  

  Have you licensed your car?

你给汽车办执照了吗？  

n. [C] (BrE licence) an official document that gives sb. permission to use or do sth. 许可证；执照  

  The police officer asked to see my license.

警官要看我的执照。  

  The dealers applied for an export licence.

这商人申请出口许可证。  

39  copyright        

n. [C, U] 版权  

  The writer has the copyright for the play.

作者拥有该剧本的版权。  

  His work is no longer protected by copyright.

他的作品不再受版权保护。  

40  sunrise        

n. [C, U] the time in the morning when the sun first comes into the sky 日出；黎明  

  There was a beautiful sunrise this morning.

今天早晨的日出很美。  

  We have to leave before sunrise tomorrow.

明天我们得在日出前出发。  

41  distribution        

n. 1. [U] the transport and supply of goods to various people or places 运送；经销  

  The country produces enough food but the distribution is a problem.

该国生产出了足够的食品，但运输却是个问题。  

  Greater attention is given to the distribution of the goods.

人们更加注意货物运输了。  

 2. [U] the act of giving things to a large group of people 分发；分配  

  The company has an extensive international distribution system.

这家公司有庞大的国际分销系统。  

  The meeting discussed the fair distribution of income and wealth.

会议讨论了公平分配收入和财富的问题。  

42  decorate        

vt. make sth. look more attractive by putting nice things on or in it 装饰；装潢  

  They decorated the classroom with fresh flowers.

他们用鲜花装饰教室。  

  How much will it cost to decorate the room?

把房间装饰一下要花多少钱？  

43  studio        

n. 1. [C] a room where an artist or photographer works 工作室；画室；摄影室  

  A painter is supposed to have a studio of his or her own.

画家应当有自己的画室。  

  The studio where she painted was at the very top of the house.

她的画室在顶层。  

 2. [C] a specially equipped room where television or radio programs or music recordings are made 演播室；播音室；录音室  

  If you would like to be a member of our studio audience, please write in.

如果你想成为我们演播现场的观众，请写信给我们。  

  She spent three months in the studio working on her latest song.

她在录音室花了三个月的时间录制她的最新单曲。  

44  best-seller        

n. [C] a book that many people buy 畅销书  

  His new book went straight to number one on the best-seller list.

他的新书很快名列畅销书榜首。  

  I guess everyone at one time or another has read an enjoyable book and then daydreamed about writing his own best-seller.

我想，每个人都有这样的时候：读到了一本有趣的书，然后就幻想写一本自己的畅销书。  

45  with an eye to        

showing an interest in or concern for sth. 关注

The greeting cards are finely made, with an eye to color and style. 

这些贺卡做得很精致，色彩和风格很讲究。

He bought the cottage with an eye to retiring there. 

他买下那所乡间小屋，准备退休后住在那里。

46  dress up        

wear one's best clothes 穿着盛装

Don't bother to dress up―

come as you are. 

不必为着装费心，你就穿平常的衣服来吧。

Are we going to dress up for the wedding, or is it informal? 

我们是要穿礼服去参加婚礼，还是这仅仅是一次结婚便宴？

47  show up         

appear 出现

The lines on her face show up in the pale spring light. 

她脸上的皱纹在春天惨淡的阳光下显得格外明显。

The faults in the recording will show up on this expensive record-player. 

录音中的毛病在这个高档录音机上会暴露出来。

48  be realistic and practical 注重实际；脚踏实地

Other people dream of things they will never have, but she has her feet firmly on the ground.

别人梦想他们得不到的东西，而她则脚踏实地。

Mrs. Smith was a dreamer, but her husband was a man with his feet on the ground. 

史密斯太太是个空想家，而她丈夫则是个脚踏实地的人。

49  date back to        

(also date from) have existed since a particular time in the past 始于；追溯到

Our friendship dates back to 1960. 

我们的友谊始于1960年。

The custom dates back to the time when men wore swords. 

这个风俗还在人们佩剑时就已经有了。

50  take off         

suddenly become successful or popular 迅速成功；迅速走红

After a slow start, the plan soon took off and was accepted by all the directors. 

这项计划开始施行得很慢，但很快就见成效了，并为所有的董事所接受。

With the coming of winter, the product suddenly took off. 

冬天将近，这种产品突然畅销起来。

51  Mary Engelbreit         

 玛丽·恩格尔布赖特（人名）

52  Saint Louis         

 圣路易斯（美过密苏里州东部港市）

Ann Estelle         
安·埃丝特尔（人名）

54  Jessie Willcox Smith        

 杰西·威尔科克斯·史密斯（人名）

55  Johnny Gruelle         

 约翰尼·格鲁埃尔（人名）

 56  Raggedy Ann         

 “蓬发安”（洋娃娃）

 57  Phil Delano         

 菲尔·德拉诺（人名）

 58  Sunrise Publications        

 黎明出版公司

（三）Detailed Study of the Text 
Language Point 1     

Mary Engelbreit was a talented but struggling artist in her mid-twenties when she flew to New York from her native Saint Louis, hoping to find work illustrating children's books — her life's goal. (Para. 1) 

Meaning: When she flew to New York from her native land Saint Louis, Mary 

Engelbreit was a talented young artist who tried hard to succeed. Her hope at 

that time was to find work making pictures for children's books. That was also 

her life's goal. 

 Language Point 2     

…when she flew to New York from her native Saint Louis,… (Para. 1) 

saint: n. a very good or holy person who is given special respect after death by 

the Christian church

My girlfriend must be a bit of a saint to put up with me. 我的女朋友必须像个圣人才能忍受我。

Please note that when it is used as a title, saint is written with a capital letter, e.g Saint John. In the names of places, 

churches, etc., the short form St. is usually used, 

e.g. St. Andrew's Church. 

 Language Point 3     

… when all the book publishers she visited turned her down. (Para. 1) 

Meaning: … when all the book publishers she had been to refused to employ her. 

 Language Point 4     

… when all the book publishers she visited turned her down. (Para. 1) 

turn sb./sth. down: refuse to accept sb./sth.

Why was I turned down for the job? 为什么不接受我做这项工作？

I'm afraid your request for a pay rise was turned down again. 恐怕你要求加工资的请求又被拒绝了。 

 Language Point 5     

One even suggested her drawings might be better suited to greeting cards. (Para. 1) 

Meaning: One of the publishers even told her that her pictures were more suitable for greeting cards. 

 Language Point 6     

One even suggested her drawings might be better suited to greeting cards. (Para. 1) 

be suited to: be suitable for sb./ sth.

Do you think David is suited to teaching? 你认为大卫适合教书吗？

Jim and Mary seem suited to each other, in spite of their quarrels. 吉姆和玛丽似乎是天生的一对，尽管他们会吵架。

Some people are simply not suited to the competitive world. 有些人就是不适合这个竞争的世界。 

 Language Point 7     

"I was crushed",Engelbreit admits. (Para. 2) 

Meaning: “I was badly upset,” Engelbreit admits. (or "My heart was broken," Engelbreit admits.) 

 Language Point 8     

"I was crushed", Engelbreit admits. (Para. 2) 

crush: vt. 

1) press sth. very hard so that it is broken 

Don't pack the cakes at the bottom of the box or they'll get crushed. 不要把糕饼放在盒底，否则会压碎的。

Their car was crushed by a truck. 他们的车被一辆卡车压坏了。

2) upset or shock sb. badly

He has almost been crushed by failures. 他几乎被失败击垮了。

His hopes were crushed by the chairman's remarks. 主席的一席话使他的希望破灭了。

3) defeat sb. or sth. completely

They were determined to crush the enemies of their country. 他们决心击败与祖国为敌的人。

The rebellion was crushed by the government forces. 政府军队已把叛乱镇压下去。 

 Language Point 9     

Greeting cards seemed a come-down from her high expectations, but the advice stayed with her, and she decided to give it a try. (Para. 2) 

Meaning: She didn't expect to draw greeting cards at all for she had aimed very 

high, but in spite of the disappointment, she took the advice and decided to 

have a try at greeting cards. 

 Language Point 10     

Greeting cards seemed a come-down from her high expectations,… (Para. 2) 

come-down: n. (also comedown) loss of importance or social position; a fall or reduction

She used to have servants: now she finds it a come-down to have to do the work herself. 她过去雇有佣人，现在她得自己干活，觉得很委屈。 

 Language Point 11     

The results transformed her life forever. (Para. 2) 

Meaning: As a result, she achieved such great success in greeting cards that it 

changed her life forever. (or The results of her trying were so wonderful that 

they changed her life forever.) 

 Language Point 12     

Today Mary Engelbreit sells an astonishing 14 million greeting cards a year. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: Today Mary Engelbreit sells 14 million greeting cards a year, which is a surprising figure. 

 Language Point 13     

Today Mary Engelbreit sells an astonishing 14 million greeting cards a year. (Para. 3) 

astonish: vt. surprise sb. greatly 

Her dedication constantly astonishes me. 她的尽心尽力往往令我吃惊。

She astonished everybody by announcing her engagement. 她宣布自己订婚了，让大家非常吃惊。

They were astonished to find the driver was a six-year-old boy. 他们吃惊地发现，司机竟然是个六岁的男孩。

astonishing: a. surprising

astonishing news 令人惊奇的消息

an astonishing display of physical strength 令人惊奇的体力展示

It's astonishing; he's learned Latin in three months! 真是令人吃惊，他竟然只用三个月就学会了拉丁语。 

 Language Point 14     

…including books, calendars, and kitchen items. (Para. 3) 

kitchen items: things used in the kitchen 

 Language Point 15     

She runs a retail company with shops in nine cities (16 more are planned), and her products are carried by 25,000 retailers. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: She runs a company that sells goods to the public. The company has its shops in nine cities (and is planning to have another 16 shops). 

 Language Point 16     

She runs a retail company with shops in nine cities... (Para. 3) 

retail: n. the activity of selling goods to the public, usu. in small quantities

the recommended retail price 建议零售价

Retail sales grew just 3.8 percent last year. 零售额去年仅增长了3.8%。

The opposite of retail is wholesale. 零售的反义词是批发。 

 Language Point 17     

Annual retail sales are in the $100 million range — all as a result of that fateful, disappointing trip to New York. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: The range of retail sales per year is about $100 million. All this 

results from that important trip to New York that disappointed her at first. 

 Language Point 18     

Annual retail sales are in the $100 million range… (Para. 3) 

annual: a. 

1) for the period of one year

The annual death rate in the United States is 11‰. 美国人口的年死亡率为千分之十一。

What's your annual income？你的年收入是多少？

2) happening or done once a year or every year

Next week, she'll begin her annual trip to Paris. 下星期，她将开始一年一度的巴黎之行。

the annual ring （树木的）年轮 

 Language Point 19     

It's probably no accident that one of Engelbreit's bolder cards shows a young girl in overalls, her bare feet up on a desk, a farm field in the window behind her. (Para. 3) 

Meaning: Probably it is not by chance that one of Engelbreit's daring cards 

shows a young girl dressed in overalls, with her bare feet up on a desk and a 

farm field in the window behind her. 

 Language Point 20     

It's probably no accident that one of Engelbreit's bolder cards shows a young girl in overalls… (Para. 3) 

bold: a. 

1) (of people's behavior) brave and confident; not afraid

Not many people are bold enough to say exactly what they think.有胆量直言自己想法的人不多。

We need somebody with bold new ideas. 我们需要思想新颖大胆的人。

The little boy was bold enough to walk in the dark street. 这小男孩胆子大，敢走在黑暗的大街上。

2) not shy, esp. in a way that shows a lack of respect 

One student was made so bold as to argue with the professor. 有一个学生真冒失，竟然与教授争执起来。

Would you think me bold if I asked how much your hat cost? 倘若我问一问你的帽子是多少钱买的，你会觉得我冒失吗？

3) (of the appearance of sth.) strongly marked; clearly formed

You can see the bold outline of the mountain against the blue sky. 你可以看到在蓝天衬托下山脉的清晰轮廓。

4) (of printed letters) in thick, dark type 

The headwords in the dictionary are in bold type. 这字典的词目用的是黑体字。 

 Language Point 21     

It's probably no accident that one of Engelbreit's bolder cards shows a young girl in overalls… (Para. 3) 

overall: n. a piece of clothing that covers both the upper and lower parts of 

the body and is worn esp. over other clothes to protect them 

workers in blue overalls 穿蓝工作服的工人

An elderly man dressed in faded overalls took the witness stand. 一位穿着褪了色的工作服的老人站到了证人席上。

a. including everything

The overall cost of the work will be about $200. 全部制作费用大约是200美元。

ad. speaking generally about sth.

Overall, I can say that we are pleased with the year's work. 总的说来，我们对这一年的工作很满意。 

 Language Point 22     

…her bare feet up on a desk, a farm field in the window behind her. (Para. 3) 

bare: a. 

1) not covered by clothing

bare arms 赤裸的手臂

a bare chest 赤裸的胸膛

She killed him with her bare hands. 她徒手把他杀死了。

2) empty; without its usual contents or covering

I looked for some food but the cupboards were bare. 我想找点吃的，但碗橱里什么也没有。

He led me through to a bare interviewing room. 他带我一直走进空荡荡的会晤室。 

 Language Point 23     

Once you know Engelbreit's distinctive style, you can recognize her cards from 20 paces away — bright, funny, and with an eye to the past. (Para. 4) 

Meaning: Once you get familiar with Engelbreit's unique style, you can tell her 

cards from 20 paces away: they are bright, funny, with a feeling of affection 

for things in the past. 

 Language Point 24     

Once you know Engelbreit's distinctive style,… (Para. 4) 

distinctive: a. that distinguishes sth. by making it different from others; 

clearly different from others and therefore easy to recognize

the soldiers wearing their distinctive red berets 戴着醒目的红色贝雷帽的士兵

His voice was very distinctive. 他的声音很特别。

Compare: 

distinct: a. 

1) different in kind; separate 

Those two ideas must be kept distinct from one another. 必须把那两种思想区分开。

His hobbies are quite distinct from his work. 他的业余爱好同他的工作性质截然不同。

2) easily heard, seen, felt or understood; definite 

There has been a distinct improvement in your work recently. 近来你的工作有明显改进。

The book is divided into two distinct parts. 这书分成明显的两部分。

Now that Tony was no longer present, there was a distinct change in her attitude. 托尼不在场了，她的态度就有了明显的变化。

I had the distinct impression that she was lying. 我当时明显觉得她在说谎。 

 Language Point 25     

…you can recognize her cards from 20 paces away — bright, funny, and with an eye to the past. (Para. 4) 

with an eye to: showing an interest in or concern for

He bought the cottage with an eye to retiring there. 他买下那所乡间小屋，准备退休后住在那里。 

 Language Point 26     

Her cards usually have elaborate border designs comprised of repeated images… (Para. 4) 

Meaning: Her cards usually have beautiful and complex border designs that 

consist of images used over and again… 

 Language Point 27     

Her cards usually have elaborate border designs comprised of repeated images… (Para. 4) 

elaborate: a. complicated; carefully prepared and finished 

an elaborate research project 复杂的研究项目

elaborate plans 详尽的计划

The company has worked out an elaborate management training scheme for graduates. 该公司为毕业生设计了复杂的管理培训计划。

vt. describe or explain sth. in detail

His task was to elaborate policies which would make a market economy work well. 他的任务是详细讲述使市场经济顺利运作的政策。 

 Language Point 28     

Her cards usually have elaborate border designs comprised of repeated images… (Para. 4) 

comprise: vt. have as parts or members, or be those parts or members; consist of

The set comprises a pen, pencil, ruler and rubber. 这套文具由一支钢笔，一支铅笔，一把尺子和一块橡皮组成。

This house comprises three bedrooms, a kitchen, a bathroom and a living-room. 这房子由三个卧室，一个厨房，一个卫生间和一个起居室组成。

(be) comprised of: (be) made up of

The committee is comprised of three sub-committees with different areas of responsibilities. 该委员会由三个分会组成，他们各司其职。

The British Parliament is comprised of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 英国议会由上院和下院组成。 

 Language Point 29     

Most often, there's Ann Estelle, a woman with short, straight hair, big glasses, hat and an acid tongue. (Para. 4) 

(a woman with) an acid tongue: (a woman who has) a sharp tongue; (a woman who 

is) very critical of others

acid: a. 

1) severe and sharp 

acid humour 辛辣的幽默

say in an acid tone 说话尖刻

2) (of a fruit, etc.) with a sharp, sour taste

These wines taste somewhat acid. 这些酒有点酸。 

 Language Point 30     

Ann Estelle (named after her grandmother) is the imaginary representative of Mary's outlook. (Para. 4) 

Meaning: Ann Estelle (who was named after her grandmother) is a created image 

that represents Mary's views on life. 

 Language Point 31     

Ann Estelle (named after her grandmother) is the imaginary representative of Mary's outlook. (Para. 4) 

imaginary: a. existing only in the mind; not real

Lots of children have imaginary friends. 许多孩子心里都有假想的朋友。

In the novel the writer creates an imaginary world that is completely different from ours. 作家在小说中创造了一个完全不同的世界。

Compare: 

imaginable: a. (often used after a noun) that one can think of

His house was equipped with every luxury imaginable. 他这栋房子极尽奢华之能事。

imaginative: a. having or showing imagination

She's always full of imaginative ideas. 她经常有新奇的念头。

His writing is highly imaginative. 他的写作极富想像力。 

 Language Point 32     

Engelbreit is cheerful, down-to-earth, humorous, and always cute. (Para. 5) 

Meaning: Engelbreit is happy, practical, humorous, and always lovely. 

 Language Point 33     

Engelbreit is cheerful, down-to-earth, humorous, and always cute. (Para. 5) 

down-to-earth: a. practical, direct or ordinary 

The ideas seem to be far more down-to-earth and sensible. 这些想法似乎实际和理智得多。

Gloria is probably the most down-to-earth person I've ever met. 格洛里亚或许是我所见的人中最实际的一个了。 

 Language Point 34     

Engelbreit is cheerful, down-to-earth, humorous, and always cute. (Para. 5) 

cute: a. 

1) charming and attractive 

a cute smile 迷人的一笑

a cute little baby 可爱的小孩

Your little girl is so cute. 你的小女儿真可爱。

2) clever 

That's a cute idea. 这是个聪明的主意。 

 Language Point 35     

"I think the world could use more cuteness,"she explains. (Para. 5) 

Meaning: “I think there should be more cuteness in the world,” she explains. 

 Language Point 36     

Indeed, it's her trademark. (Para. 5) 

Meaning: Indeed, being cute is her distinctive feature. 

Here “it” refers to cuteness. 

 Language Point 37     

Indeed, it's her trademark. (Para. 5) 

trademark: n. 

1) a distinctive characteristic 明显的特征

The striped T-shirt became the comedian's trademark. 条纹T恤衫成了喜剧演员的标记。

Beautiful homes and gardens are trademarks of the south. 美丽的住宅和花园是南方的典型标志。

2) a special mark or name that a company can put on its products and that cannot be used by any other company

People have now come to know the importance of trademark. 人们现在逐步认识到了商标的重要性。 

 Language Point 38     

Her business card once featured a drawing of Ann Estelle, cigar in her mouth and drink in hand, with the message “Engelbreit's the Name, Cute Is My Game.” (Para. 5) 

Meaning: Her business card once showed a drawing of Ann Estelle in a noticeable 

way: a cigar in her mouth and a drink in her hand. It also had a line on it: 

"Engelbreit is the Name, Cute Is My Game." 

 Language Point 39     

Her business card once featured a drawing of Ann Estelle,…(Para. 5) 

feature: vt. have as a prominent characteristic, or include as an important part

The novel features a young struggling dancer who finally succeeded.这部小说重点描写了一位不断奋斗、最终成功的年轻舞蹈演员。

The film features many well-known actors. 很多明星参加这部电影的演出。

n. 

1) a typical quality or important part 

Perhaps the most unusual feature in the room is an extraordinary pair of cradles. 也许，这个房间最不寻常之处是有一对极为别致的摇篮。

Mountains and lakes are the main features of the landscape of Wales. 山峦和湖泊是威尔士景色中的主要特色。

Noise is a feature of city life. 噪音是城市的一个特点。

2) a part of the face

Her eyes are her best feature. 她的脸部数眼睛最好看。

His features seemed to change. 他的面容好像变了。

3) an important newspaper or magazine article or television program

a front-page feature 头版特写

We saw the Sunday Times running a long feature on breast cancer. 我们看到《周日时报》登了一篇长长的关于乳腺癌的专题报道。 

 Language Point 40     

She adds, “As the world gets more complicated, it's nice to have old-fashioned stuff around to help people cope with the demands of modern life.” (Para. 5) 

Meaning: She adds, "As the world gets more complicated, it's good to have old 

things on hand to help people deal with the pressures of modern life." 

 Language Point 41     

Old-fashioned art — and values — have always been at the core of Engelbreit's life. (Para. 6) 

Meaning: Old-fashioned art and old-fashioned values have never gone out of Engelbreit's life. (Engelbreit treasures them most in her life.) 

 Language Point 42     

One of her earliest memories, from age four, is of sketching her parents all dressed up to go out for the evening. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: She still remembers that at the age of four she began to draw her 

parents getting well dressed, ready to go out for the evening.  

 Language Point 43     

One of her earliest memories, from age four, is of sketching her parents all dressed up to go out for the evening. (Para. 7) 

dress up: 

1) wear one's best clothes; dress formally

Mary (was) dressed up for the party. 玛丽穿上漂亮的衣服去参加晚会。

It's a small informal party — you don't have to dress up. 这是小型的非正式聚会，你用不着刻意打扮。

You've just time to dress up before we leave for the theatre. 在我们去剧院前，你刚好有时间打扮一下。 

2) make sth. or sb. seem different or more attractive 

We shall dress the room up for Christmas. 为迎接圣诞节，我们将把房间布置得漂亮一些。

You can dress these old chairs up in new covers. 你可以用新布套将这些旧椅子打扮一番。 

 Language Point 44     

One of her earliest memories, from age four, is of sketching her parents all dressed up to go out for the evening. (Para. 7) 

go out: leave one's house to go to social events （离家）去参加社交活动

He goes out a lot. 他常出去参加社交活动。

Jim and Mary went out (together) for two years before they were married. 吉姆和玛丽结婚之前已经交往两年了。 

 Language Point 45     

"I was so impressed I had to record it,"she says. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: "I was so impressed by the scene that I had to put it down in my drawing,"she says.

Here "it" refers to the scene of her parents all dressed up to go out for the evening. 

 Language Point 46     

But what impressed her most were illustrations from the children's books that her mother read to her. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: But the most unforgettable things for her were the pictures from the children's books that her mother read to her. 

 Language Point 47     

But what impressed her most were illustrations from the children's books that her mother read to her. (Para. 7) 

illustration: n. 

1) a drawing, diagram or picture in a book or magazine

colour illustrations 彩色插图

She looked like a princess in a 19th-century illustration. 她像一个19世纪插图中的公主。

2) an example that makes a point or an idea clear

Can you give me an illustration of what you mean? 你能举例说明一下你的意思吗？

An illustration of China's dynamism is that a new 

company is formed in Shanghai every 11 seconds. 一个能说明中国充满活力的例子是，在上海每11秒钟就有一家公司诞生。 

 Language Point 48     

…children's literary classics… (Para. 7) 

Meaning: …children's classic books of literature with illustrations… 

 Language Point 49     

…children's literary classics… (Para. 7) 

classic: n. a famous book, play, etc. which has a lasting value 

All of Charles Dickens's novels are classics. 查尔斯•狄更斯的小说都是经典之作。

As I grow older, I like to reread the classics regularly. 随着年龄的增长，我喜欢经常重读经典作品。

a. 

1) (of a book, play, etc.) important and having a lasting value 

the classic film Gone with the Wind 经典电影《飘》

the classic children's film Huckleberry Finn 经典儿童影片《哈克贝里•芬历险记》

2) having a simple, traditional style which is always fashionable 

She wore a simple classic suit. 她穿着一套简朴的传统服装。

3) typical

This painting is a classic example of the French 

Impressionist style. 这幅画是法国印象派的经典之作。

It was a classic case of bad management. 这是管理不善的典型例子。

Compare: 

classical: a. 

1) traditional, not modern

classical ballet 古典芭蕾舞

classical scientific methods 传统的科学方法

2) (of music) serious and having a value that lasts

I prefer classical music to pop or jazz. 我喜欢古典音乐而不喜欢流行音乐或爵士乐。

3) relating to ancient Greece or Rome

classical architecture 古典建筑 

 Language Point 50     

… and Johnny Gruelle, creator of Raggedy Ann, were very influential in the development of her early drawings. (Para. 7) 

Meaning: … and Johnny Gruelle, who created Raggedy Ann, all exercised a great 

influence on Mary Engelbreit in the development of her early drawings.

(Raggedy Ann was a doll created by Johnny Gruelle.) 

 Language Point 51     

… and Johnny Gruelle, creator of Raggedy Ann, were very influential in the development of her early drawings. (Para. 7) 

influential: a. having power or influence

an influential politician 有影响力的政治家

He was influential in getting the hostages set free. 他对人质的获释起到了一定的作用。 

 Language Point 52     

While attending secondary school, Engelbreit sold dozens of hand-drawn cards to a local shop for 25 cents a piece — her first venture into art and commerce. (Para. 8) 

her first venture into art and commerce: her first brave step into art and trade 

 Language Point 53     

…her first venture into art and commerce. (Para. 8) 

venture: n. a project which is new and often risky, because one cannot be sure 

that it will succeed

a joint venture 合资企业

I wish you good luck in your new business venture. 祝你企业开张得好运。

v. risk going somewhere or doing sth. that might be dangerous; risk saying sth. 

that might be criticized 

The company has decided to venture into computer production as well as design. 公司决定不仅从事计算机设计，也涉足计算机生产。

He ventured out into the storm in a thick coat, hat and scarf. 他身穿厚大衣，头戴帽子，系了围巾，冒着暴风雨出去了。 

 Language Point 54     

…her first venture into art and commerce. (Para. 8) 

commerce: n. the activities that are involved in buying and selling goods

the Minister for Industry and Commerce 工商部长

They had made their fortunes from industry and commerce. 他们因做实业和经商而发了财。 

 Language Point 55     

She ignored her teachers' advice to become an English teacher and didn't bother with going on to a university because “I was ready to plunge into my life as an artist.” (Para. 8) 

Meaning: She didn't take her teachers' advice that she should become an English 

teacher, nor did she take the trouble to go on to study in a university because, 

as she says, "I was ready to start my life as an artist." 

 Language Point 56     

…and didn't bother with going on to a university… (Para. 8) 

bother with: take trouble concerning; worry about; bother about

Don't bother with seeing me off. 不用麻烦来送我。

He's surprised you bother with such silly questions. 你在为这样一些愚蠢的问题伤脑筋，这让他很吃惊。 

 Language Point 57     

I was ready to plunge into my life as an artist. (Para. 8) 

plunge: v. go, jump, dive, fall, etc. suddenly and with force into sth.

He turned and plunged into the crowd. 他转身冲入人群。

A woman plunged to her death from the cliffs yesterday. 昨天有位女子跳崖摔死了。

plunge into: 

1) (cause to) rush into a state of activity

Don't be keen to plunge into argument with him. He's an experienced speaker. 不要贸然和他辩论，他可是个有经验的演说家。

We do not readily plunge into battle with such powerful forces. 我们不会贸然和这么强大的军队开战。

We were powerless to help as he plunged deeper and deeper into debt. 他在债务中越陷越深，我们无力相助。

The city was plunged into darkness when the electricity supply was cut off in the storm. 暴风雨中电源被切断了，城市陷入一片黑暗。

2) (cause to) enter sth. suddenly

The children plunged into the cold water without complaining. 孩子们毫无怨言地跳入了冰冷的水中。

She plunged the burning pan into water and put out the flames. 她将着火的锅扔进水里，将火弄灭了。 

 Language Point 58     

I can't express my gratitude for his support. (Para. 9) 

Meaning: I don't know how to thank him for his support. 

 Language Point 59     

I can't express my gratitude for his support. (Para. 9) 

gratitude: n. the feeling of being grateful or thankful

I wish to express my gratitude to Kathy for her immense practical help. 我要感谢凯西，她给了我很多实实在在的帮助。

We should like to express our gratitude to David for all his help and advice. 对于大卫的所有帮助和忠告我们不胜感激。 

 Language Point 60     

After that ill-fated trip to New York, Engelbreit sent a sample of her drawings to two greeting-card companies. (Para. 10) 

sample: n. a small amount of sth. which can be tested to show what the rest is 

or should be like 

a blood sample 血样

She sent a sample of her work in an attempt to get a job. 她寄去了作品的样本，以求谋得一份工作。 

 Language Point 61     

…a lot of whales, dragons, castles and mythical animals. (Para. 10) 

mythical: a. 

1) existing only in myths

mythical heroes 神话中的英雄

mythical figures 神话人物

2) imaginary and not real 

the mythical American West 想像中的美国西部 

 Language Point 62     

Children, pets, even “good old Mom” started showing up on her cards. (Para.10) 

Meaning: Children, pets, even “good old Mom” started to appear on her cards. 

 Language Point 63     

Children, pets, even “good old Mom” started showing up on her cards. (Para. 10) 

show up: appear; turn up

Only thirty members showed up for the yearly meeting.只有30个会员参加了年会。 

 Language Point 64     

Her work became “pictures of daily life, things everyone's been through”. (Para. 10) 

Meaning: Her work became "pictures of daily life, things that everyone has been familiar with". 

 Language Point 65     

While eight months pregnant, … (Para. 11) 

Meaning: When she was pregnant for eight months, … 

 Language Point 66     

In 1986 she licensed the copyrights to the cards to Sunrise Publications, who now manages their production and distribution, allowing her to focus on other projects. (Para. 11) 

Meaning: In 1986, she gave the right to use the cards to Sunrise Publications, 

who now manages the production and sales of their products. This allowed her the 

time and energy to concentrate on other projects. 

 Language Point 67     

In 1986 she licensed the copyrights to the cards to Sunrise Publications,… (Para. 11) 

license: vt. give official permission for sth.

Is that gun licensed? 那支枪领了执照没有？

The department of industry and commerce licensed him the right to sell cigarettes. 他得到了工商部的卖烟许可。

n. (BrE licence) an official document showing that permission has been given to 

own, use or do sth. 

a driving-licence / a driver's license (AmE) 驾驶执照

The shop has applied for a licence to sell alcoholic drinks. 这家商店申请了卖酒许可证。 

 Language Point 68     

In 1986 she licensed the copyrights to the cards to Sunrise Publications,… (Para. 11) 

copyright: n. the ownership of and legal right to control all possible ways of 

producing a copy of an original piece of work, such as a book, play, film, etc.

To order a book one first had to get permission from the monastery that held the copyright. 要订购该书，首先应得到拥有该书版权的修道院的许可。

She threatened legal action against the company for breach of copyright. 她威胁要起诉该公司侵犯版权。 

 Language Point 69     

…who now manages their production and distribution,… (Para. 11)  

distribution: n. 

1) the process or act of marketing and supplying goods, etc. to various people 

or places

We have a good product, but our distribution is bad. 我们有好的产品，但产品的分销却很差。

2) giving or being given to each of several people 

the distribution of food parcels to the refugees 把食品包分发给难民

3) arrangement of sth. within an area 

The uneven distribution of wealth causes many problems. 财富分配不均引发了许多问题。

Here is the map to show the distribution of rainfall in China. 这里有张地图，标示了中国降雨量的分布。 

 Language Point 70     

Among these is her home-decorating magazine which is sent to 550,000 people. (Para. 11) 

Meaning: Among these projects is her home-decorating magazine which has 550,000 

readers. 

 Language Point 71     

Among these is her home-decorating magazine which is sent to 550,000 people. (Para. 11) 

decorate: vt. add sth. to (an object or a place), esp. in order to make it more 

attractive 

Decorate the cake with cherries and nuts. 用樱桃和果仁装饰这个蛋糕。

It's time we decorated the living-room. 我们该装饰起居室了。 

 Language Point 72     

Despite her success, Engelbreit's feet are planted firmly on the ground. (Para. 12) 

Meaning: Although she has achieved great success, Engelbreit is still very realistic. 

 Language Point 73     

Despite her success, Engelbreit's feet are planted firmly on the ground. (Para. 12) 

have/keep/with one's feet (planted/set) on the ground: (be) realistic and 

practical 

John has his feet on the ground; he knows he cannot learn everything at once. 约翰是个脚踏实地的人，他知道不可能一时半刻就学会一切。

Ted dreams of sudden riches, but Henry keeps his feet on the ground and expects to work for money. 托德梦想一夜暴富，而亨利则脚踏实地，期望劳动致富。 

 Language Point 74     

…has many friends dating back to school years,… (Para. 12) 

Meaning: … has many old friends she met and knew during school years… 

 Language Point 75     

…has many friends dating back to school years,… (Para. 12) 

date back to: (also date from) have existed since 

The church dates back to 1173. 这座教堂始建于1173年。

Their quarrel dates back to last year. 他们去年就开始不和了。 

 Language Point 76     

…her family didn't use all the space in the old place. (Para. 12) 

in the old place: in the original house 

 Language Point 77     

With her work taking off in so many directions,… (Para. 13) 

Meaning: As her work was successful in so many ways,… 

 Language Point 78     

With her work taking off in so many directions,… (Para. 13) 

take off: (of an idea, a product, etc.) suddenly become successful or popular

With the coming of winter, the product suddenly took off. 冬天将临，这种产品突然畅销起来。 

 Language Point 79     

It was fun, but oddly enough, I like doing cards best. (Para. 13) 

Meaning: Illustrating a children's book was interesting, but the strange thing is that I still like drawing cards best. 

（四）Exercise 

Write a composition of no less than 120 words on one of the following topics with the details organized in time sequence. One topic has been given a detailed outline that you can follow.  

Topic:

The Life of Charlie Chaplin 

Outline:

· born in 1889, living in poverty as child, little schooling, showing gift for acting, wanting to become an actor 

· going to US in 1910, starting formal acting career, making 80 films

· after World War II, giving up Little Tramp character, wanting to grow as artist, later settling in Switzerland, staying there for the rest of his life, dead on December 25, 1977 

MORE TOPICS:

· He grew from a salesman to a millionaire.

· The development of our university

Sample Writing:  

Charlie Chaplain was born in 1889 in London. His childhood was one of extreme poverty and he did not have much schooling. But Charlie showed a gift for acting and longed to be an actor.

　　

In 1910 Charlie went to the United States for the first time as part of a troupe and thus started his formal acting career. He was very successful in his acting and made about 80 films throughout his life. 

After World War II, Chaplin did not stop to rest on his earlier success. He gave up the Little Tramp character and tried to grow as an artist. Later Chaplin settled in Switzerland and stayed there for the rest of his life. He died in Switzerland on December 25, 1977 and the world lost one of the greatest creative artists of the 20th century.
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